ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

PALM SUNDAY

LiturcicaL APPOINTMENTS FOR EASTER VIGIL AND EASTER DAY
APRIL 3rRD/4TH, 2010

MINISTERS

(Follow this schedule only)

Ministers of the Word

Ministers of Holy Communion

11:00 p.m. Kristy Bruckner

Cathy Givens

Teresa Allison

Dan Allison

12:00 p.m. John Baal

Paula Miller

Jim Block

Pat Tolbert
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Sunday, March 28
12:00 noon Jack & Janice Collins (Bill Collins)
Monday, March 29
8:00 a.m. Vic Rohde (Mike & Lib Ellers)
Tuesday, March 30
7:00 p.m. Communion Service
Wednesday, March 31
12:00 noon  Ann Flynn Corwin
(Bob & Eileen Corwin)
Thursday, April 1
7:30 p.m. HOLY THURSDAY MASS for
Josephine Pirach (Ford Family)
Friday, April 2
3:00 p.m. GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE for
Frank Stella
8:30 p.m. GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE for
Richard Fitchpatrick
Saturday, April 3
11:00 p.m. EASTER VIGIL MASS for Healing of
Charles Fisher
Sunday, April 4
12:00 noon EASTER MASS for Ron Campbell
(Linda Campbell)

BENEDICTION
every Wednesday
Morning at 11:30 a.m.
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS

every Friday during Lent
at 7:00 p.m.

TWO HORSES

Just up the road from my home is a field, with two horses in it. From a distance, each horse
looks like any other horse.

But if you get a closer look you will notice something quite interesting...
One of the horses is blind.

His owner has chosen not to have him put down, but has made him a safe and comfortable
barn to live in.

This alone is pretty amazing.

But if you stand nearby and listen, you will hear the sound of a bell. It is coming from a
smaller horse in the field.

Attached to the horse’s halter is a small, copper-colored bell. It lets the blind friend know
where the other horse is, so he can follow.

As you stand and watch these two friends, you’ll see that the horse with the bell is always
checking on the blind horse, and that the blind horse will listen for the bell and then slowly
walk to where the other horse is, trusting he will not be led astray.

When the horse with the bell returns to the shelter of the barn each evening, he will stop
occasionally to look back, making sure that the blind friend isn’t too far behind to hear the
bell.

Like the owners of these two horses, God does not throw us away just because we are not
perfect. Or because we have problems or challenges.

He watches over us and even brings others into our lives to help us when we are in need.

Sometimes we are the blind horse, being guided by the little ringing bell of those who God
places in our lives.

And at other times we are the guide horse, helping others to find their way.
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS

Weekly Need........ccoecmrinimminsmrnnsensnmsnssnens $ 2,100.00

Collection Week of March 21st

Envelopes & LOOSE.......cccveemrrimrrnnrncennans $ 1,990.99
VariancCe ........cccuucemmrssemssssmssssnssssssssssnnnas -$  109.01
(only 1®)
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YTD NEED ..o $79,800.00
YTD OFFERINGS

(starting July 5, 2009) ........cceeeerrimrrrnrnnnns $92,173.75
VARIANCE .......iiecceeereeseme e e snssmne e eensanes +$12,373.75
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Collection Counters for today: Jerry Uhl and Bill/
Jackie Soards.

Collection Counters for next week: Jim & Margaret
Block
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Happy Birthday!

March 29.......ccccoviiiiiien. Arthur Logan

April 1 Kelly McManus
APHL 2 e Dan Allison

April B Rhonda Shackelford
April 4 .o, Evelyn Silva
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March 30........cccceueee. 6:45 p.m.  Rosary

XTSI D 6:45p.m. NO ROSARY
XTSI F 9:00a.m. NO ROSARY

Reaching
out to
those

in need

St. Vincent de Paul Society is open for business at
these times:

1st Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

3rd Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

If an emergency, call Fr. Mike at 937-403-2510.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

1. St. Benignus will have a Fish Fry on Good
Friday. The Archdiocese says there is nothing in
Church Law that would prevent a Fish Fry from
being held on this Holy Day. The meal should be a
simple one in keeping with the spirit of Penance.
Therefore, no desserts will be sold (even to non-
Catholics). After the Fish Fry Dinner, please stay
around and join us for Good Friday services at
8:30 p.m.

2. Everyone please look throughout your house
and see if there is anything you can donate to
the Ladies Auxiliary Rummage Sale soon to be
held. Please bring your items to the Religious Ed
Building.
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SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK
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Holy Thursday: 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday: 3:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Holy Saturday: 11:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday: 12:00 noon
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1. SVdP meetings: Second Sundays 1:00 p.m.
Parish Council meetings:
Second Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.
3. St. Benignus K of C meets at First Wednesday,
7:30 p.m.
4. Ladies Auxiliary meeting,
3rd Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.

TODAY IN HISTORY
50YEARS AGO, MARCH 27 TH...Prayers were requested
for the soul of Mr. John Collins, brother of Ab Collins and
Uncle to Bill Collins. Mrs. Catherine Lynch also passed
away this week. She was the mother of Bill Lynch.

25 YEARS AGO, MARCH 31ST...Fr. Minic explained the
notion of forgiveness: “It is the scent that flowers give
when they are trampled on””

10 YEARS AGO, MARCH 26TH...Over 190 new tile
plates were placed on the church roof by the Durable
Slate Company.

THE STORY OF MALCHUS,
THE SLAVE WHOSE EAR WAS CUT OFF

Now it is night, Passover night, and Malchus goes on a
hush-hush mission with temple soldiers —and Judas. They
move into the Garden of Gethsemane. Suddenly, they
encounter someone and soldiers converge, their torches
casting eerie dancing shadows among the gnarled olive
trees. Malchus, breathing hard, catches up.

Jesus is standing, somehow calm amidst the confusion.
“Who are you looking for?” he asks “Jesus of Nazareth,’
is the retort.

“I am he,” says Jesus. Now, with supreme hypocrisy,
Judas kisses Him to confirm the identification and the
soldiers move in. One disciple flashes a sword and begins

to brandish it wildly.

Malchus is struck, blood gushing from his head. The blade
has sliced his ear clean off. He clutches at his head to
stop the bleeding and drops to one knee. Blood is pouring
down his neck, drenching his cloak. He begins to wobble,
blackness is engulfing him.

Then a sudden warmth. Pain ceases, and the flickering
light of the torches reappears. Jesus is kneeling before
him, right hand covering his wound. All Malchus can see
is the man’s eyes filled with a gentleness and love that
melt all enmity.

“You'll be all right, now,” Jesus assures him. A soldier jerks
Jesus to his feet and the spell of the moment is broken.
Malchus reaches up to feel his head. The ear is there — all
of it. His ear is whole, the bleeding stopped, only his blood-
soaked cloak to indicate that there ever was a wound.
But the crowd has moved on now, torchlight diminishing,
voices receding. Malchus is alone.

He cannot forget those gentle eyes boring into his soul.
He cannot forget the hand on his face. He hears Jesus’
words again, “You'll be all right now.” Words of concern —
for him, an enemy, deeply involved in the plot to silence
the Teacher. He is an agent of Jesus’ arch enemy, yet
Jesus heals him. It doesn’t make sense.

Finally, Malchus gets to his feet and returns to the palace.
The courtyard is astir with news of Jesus’ capture. “The
Nazarene is inside being interrogated right now,” says
one. “The elders have gathered to try Him.”

Malchus returns to his room and removes his stiffening
cloak and tunic. He washes the caked blood from his
shoulder, arm, and face, and soaks his hair and beard
to dissolve the remaining blood. All the time he stares at
his ear in the mirror. It is whole, undamaged, without pain.
What have | done to this kind, gentle man? Malchus asks
himself.

The rest of the day is a blur. He follows the multitude to
Pilate’s quarters, hears the Roman’s pathetic attempt
at washing his hands of the matter, and goes behind
as the crowd surges up the narrow streets to Golgotha,
just outside the city. By the time Malchus arrives on the
hilltop, Jesus is hanging from a cross, His body and face
mutilated almost beyond recognition.

Malchus is aghast at what he has done, at his part in this
ugly business. Jesus’ words flood back, “...To seek and
save the lost.” Surely, | am lost, says Malchus. | have shed
innocent blood.

Malchus burns with shame. He kneels, but no one is
watching as he pours out his agony and begs forgiveness.
Thunder cracks. Wind blows. As Malchus strains his ear —
his whole ear — he can hear Jesus’ unbelievably gracious
answer to his cry: “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.”
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