ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH GREENFIELD, OHIO

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 20/21, 2010

LiTurGgicaL APPOINTMENTS FOR PALM SuNnDAY
MarcH 27/28, 2010

MINSTERS

(Follow this schedule only)

Ministers of the Word Ministers of Holy Communion

3:30 p.m. Eileen Corwin Patty Rohde
Jackie Soards
Bob Corwin
12:00 p.m. Gary Schluep Mary Lou Zoldak

Chris Schaff
Gemma Smith

2:00 p.m. Hispanic Mass
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Sunday March 21 Weekly Need .........cocceiiiimmmmnnnimmesnnnnnennns $ 2,100.00
12:00 noon Charles & Jessie Spangler (Family)

FR. MIKE’S SERMON FOR MARCH 21ST

A guy named Joe finds himself in dire trouble. His business has gone bust and he’s in serious financial straits. He is so
desperate, he decides to ask God for help. He prays, “God please help me. I've lost my business and if | don’t get some
money soon I’'m going to lose my house. Please let me win the Lotto.” Lotto night comes and someone else wins. Joe
prays again, “God, please let me win the Lotto. I've lost my business and my house and now I'm going to lose my car
as well.” Lotto night comes and goes and Joe still doesn’t win. Once again he prays, “My God, why have you forsaken
me? I've lost my business, house, and car and now my wife and children are starving. | don’t often ask you for help, but
please let me win the Lotto just one time so | can get my life back in order.” Suddenly, there is a blinding flash of light as
the Heavens open and Joe is confronted with the voice of God Himself. “Joe, meet me halfway on this. Buy a ticket!”

Jesus teaches us in the raising of Lazarus is that the “ticket” we must hold onto in troubled times is the faith that there
is nothing that God can’t repair. God is in the business of repairing things we can’t fix ourselves, situations that are way
over our heads, problems we are powerless to solve.

Martha confronts Jesus with a problem that seems unfixable, “Lord by now there will be a stench. He has been dead for
four days now.” Martha doubts that God can repair a situation too far gone by now. But Jesus reminds her, “Did | not
tell you if you believe you will see the glory of God?” Is there anything in your life that seems beyond repair for God?
Does you marriage stink and seems beyond repair? Does your job or lack of one stink and seem beyond repair? Do
your finances stink and seem beyond repair? Do you have relational problems in your family that stink and seem beyond
repair? Jesus reminds you, just like He reminded Martha, that there is nothing He can’t restore, repair, and resurrect.
Nothing is impossible for God. But you got to have the faith to believe this. Then you will be open to receive the glory of
God’s personal solution for your specific need. In other words, meet God half way — accept the ticket of faith. It’s free.

We must trust in God despite the apparent delay of His answer. When God seems to delay, He does so to bring us closer
to Him, not to extend our suffering. If God seems late, isn’'t that judgment based on my time line and not God’s?

One of the most faith-filled person’s | ever knew was a young boy by the name of Travis Flores who was born with
Cystic Fibrosis. He published a poem that simply yet powerfully expresses his trust in God. He is content to wait upon
the Lord.

Monday March 22
8:00 a.m. Fr. Frank
(Gary & Mary Lou Schluep)
Tuesday March 23
7:00 p.m. Communion Service
Wednesday March 24
12:00 noon Bernard Kowalsky
(Jo Ann Fitchpatrick)
Thursday March 25
7:00 p.m. Communion Service
Friday March 26
8:00 a.m. Patty Barnes
Saturday March 27
3:30 p.m. Harold Carson (Carson Family)
Sunday March 28
12:00 noon Jack & Janice Collins (Bill Collins)

BENEDICTION
every Wednesday Morning
at 11:30 a.m.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
every Friday during Lent at 7:00 p.m.

Collection Week of March 14th

Envelopes & LOOSE.........ccoeeerrirrnnrnnennnns $ 1,596.00
RV 2= 1 1= 1 o - -$ 504.00
(5 OBEBE®)
St. Vincent de Paul...........cccccccvvvmmmmmeennenenens $ 374.00
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YTD NEED ..cooeveeereessesesssessssssssssssessasessas $ 77,700.00
YTD OFFERINGS (starting 7/5/09)............. $ 90,182.76
VARIANCE.........comeererersereessessssssssesssessnees +$ 12,482.76
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Collection Counters for Today:
Richard & Debbie Neu
Collection Counters for Next Week:
Jerry Uhl & Bill/Jackie Soards
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Sometimes | wonder
Why is it me?

Why is it me,

who has Cystic Fibrosis,
a terminal disease?

Why is it me?

I think God

made me a special plan.

I guess that could be easy
enough to understand.

But, why is it me?
Why do I have to live
with a disease?

With God'’s help,

I'll try to fight

this horrible disease
with all my might.

So, why is it me?
I don’t know.
We’ll just have

to wait and see.

Written by Travis Flores (June 14, 2002)

The last poem he wrote reveals his total belief that God is
with us in our deepest hurts.

You Are Not Alone
khkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
You are not alone,

we are all the same.
We are all humans,
and we all have pain.
But you are not alone,
it drives you insane,
you may curl up and
cry or even want to die,
but you are not alone.
He is up above
watching over us

with unconditional love.
So you are not alone.

Written by Travis Flores (May 18, 2003)
(Travis is a sophomore at Marymont Manhatten College

in New York. He founded the Travis Flores Children’s
Foundation to financially help other sick kids.)
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Happy Birthday!
March 25 Roman Diekan
March 26 Christine Deland, Carissa Rohde
March 27 Debby Neu
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March 23 6:45 p.m. ROSARY
March 25 6:45 p.m. ROSARY
March 27 9:00 a.m. ROSARY
Reaching
out o Gy
those %
In need

St. Vincent de Paul Society is open for business at
these times:

1st Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

3rd Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

If an emergency, call Fr. Mike at 937-403-2510.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

1. PARISHFISH FRY EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT
FROM 5:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. THIS CULINARY
EVENT IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE FINE FOLKS
OF THE ST. BENIGNUS LADIES AUXILIARY,
THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, THE ST.
BENIGNUS K OF C.

2. Everyone please look throughout your house
and see if there is anything you can donate to
the Ladies Auxiliary Rummage Sale soon to be
held. Please bring your items to the Religious Ed
Building.

Holy Thursday: 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday: 3:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Holy Saturday: 11:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday: 12:00 noon

1. St. Vincent de Paul Meetings: Second Sundays at
1:00 p.m.

2. Parish Council Meetings: Second Tuesdays at 7:00
p.m.

3. St. Benignus K of C meets at First Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

4. Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30
p.m.

TODAY IN HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO MARCH 20th ... Fr. Lawler asked the
people to do special acts of penance for the success
of Vatican Il. He said to “avoid movies, parties, dances,
alcoholic beverages, and worldly amusements.” Also,
practice greater charity.

25 YEARS AGO March 24th ... Fr. Minic congratulated
our parishioners on the McClain Basketball Team: Coach
Rick VanMatre, Tony Jackson, Travis O’Connor, and Sam
Page.

10 YEARS AGO MARCH 19th ... The new St. Benignus
electronic bells from the Verdin Company would be rung for
the first time on Holy Thursday night. The Ladies Auxiliary
gave $5,000.00 towards this project. Jerry Uhl put up new
screens and cleaned out the tower.

Last April, on a Sunday, we took one of our “nowhere” drives, my husband was
quietly driving a back road. | was occupied in the front passenger seat watching the
scenery.

| noticed out of the corner of my eye that my husband was straining to look out my
window. This startled me, since his eyes should be on the road in front of him. | asked
him what he was looking at out the windows, and he quietly replied, “Nothing.” His
eyes went back to the road in front of him.

After a few minutes, | looked over at my husband and noticed a tear running down his
cheek. | asked him what was wrong. This time he told me, “l was just thinking about
Pop and a story he had once told me.” Of course, because it had to do with his Pop
| wanted to know the story, so | asked him to share it with me.

He said, “When | was about 8 years old, Pop and | were out fishing and that’s when
he told me that the Pine trees know when it is Easter.”

| had no idea what he meant by that, so | pressed him for more information.

He continued on... “The Pine trees start their new growth in the weeks before Easter
— if you look at the tops of the Pine trees two weeks before, you will see the yellow
shoots. As the days get closer to Easter Sunday, the tallest shoot will branch off and
form a cross. By the time Easter Sunday comes around, you will see that most of the
Pine trees will have small yellow crosses on all of the tallest shoots.”

| turned to look out the window and | couldn’t believe my eyes. It was a week before
Easter, and you could see all of the trees with the tall yellow shoots stretching to
Heaven.

The tallest ones shone in the sunlight like rows of tiny golden crosses.

~ Author Unknown~



