ST. BENIGNUS CHURCH

GREENFIELD, OHIO

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 17/18, 2009

LiturGicAL APPOINTMENTS FOR THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,
OcToBER 24/25, 2009

MINISTERS

(Follow this schedule only)

Minister of the Word

Ministers of Communion

3:30 | Eric Givens

Daren Givens

12:00 | Stephanie Fitchpatrick

Terry Starkey

2:00 | Hispanic Mass
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Sunday, October 18
12:00 noon Glendora Grob (Pat Tolbert)
2:00 p.m. Hispanic Mass
Monday, October 19
8:00 a.m. Sissy Shane (Senior Citizens)
Tuesday, October 20
7:00 p.m. Communion Service
Wednesday, October 21
12:00 noon Sissy Shane (Margaret Uhl Hays)
Thursday, October 22
7:00 p.m. Communion Service
Friday, October 23
8:00 a.m. Jenny Lagaly (Brenda Matesic)
Saturday, October 24
3:30 p.m. Richard Fitchpatrick
(Jo Ann Fitchpatrick)
Sunday, October 25
12:00 noon Rafael Comotes (Mary Lou Schluep)
2:00 p.m. Hispanic Mass

+

BENEDICTION every Wednesday morning
at 11:30 a.m.

= 4

STEWARDSHIP NEWS

Weekly Need .......ccrreccmrrecceeereececeeene $ 2,100.00
Collection Week of October 11th
Envelopes & Loose........cccccevrumeennne. $ 2,532.61
AV T -1 o - S +$ 432.61

(4©0©©C.) Back to winners. Two “above need”
collections in a row.
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YTD NEED weooeeeeeereeeeeeeseeeesenesenssenns $31,500.00
YTD OFFERINGS (starting 7/5/09)...... $28,702.22
VARIANCE ... eeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeessemssenseees -$ 2,797.78

(2800BRAARRABRAABRAARRAABRAA
BRE6.)

Collection Counters for today:
Richard & Debbie Neu
Collection Counters for next week:
Jerry Uhl and Bill & Jackie Soards
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FR. MIKE’S SERMON FOR OCTOBER 18TH
(do not read before Mass)

There once was a great chief who was very proud. One day he was walking through his village boasting, “l am truly
great. There is no one greater than me!” A wise old woman came up to the chief and said, “l know one who is truly
great.”

The great chief was surprised and then very angry. “What? Who is this great one? There is no one greater than me!”

The wise old woman said, “Come to my house tomorrow when the sun is at the highest point in the sky and | will
introduce you to this great one.” The great chief said, “Very well. | will be there and we shall see who is the greatest.”

The chief went home and slept very soundly to gain strength. In the morning he prepared himself carefully and put on
his finest clothing. As he did, he reminded himself of all the great things he could do. “There is no one greater than me!”
he repeated to himself as he walked over to the old woman’s house.

When he reached the house he called out, “Old woman, | am here. It is time. Where is this other chief?”
“Come in, come in,” the old woman called.

When the chief entered the house he saw the old woman sitting against the wall with a baby crawling on the floor
beside her. The chief looked around. There was no one else there. “Where is the great chieftain you told me about
yesterday?” he asked.

The old woman motioned towards the baby and said, “This is the great one | told you about.”

The great chief was not amused. He yelled angrily at the old woman and shook his finger at her. “What do you mean?
Don't try to trick me. This is just a baby!”

The baby, frightened by the Chief’s sudden loud, angry voice, began to cry. The chief became flustered. He didn’t
mean to make the baby cry. He forgot about his anger and got down on his hands and knees. He pulled his eagle and
hawk feathers from his hair and brushed the baby’s cheeks with them. He pulled off his medicine bags and held them
under the baby’s nose. He pulled off his necklaces and jingled them in the baby’s ears. Gradually, the baby stopped
crying and began to listen and watch.

The old woman smiled and said, “You see, even you, the great chief, had to get down on your knees to take care of the
baby. The baby is truly greater because even the greatest and most powerful chief, like you, must become the baby’s
servant. This is how the Great Spirit planned it. The Creator did not make you great so that you could boast about your
greatness. The Creator made you great so that you could help others who are not as strong as you.”

And from that day on, no one ever heard the chief boast again.

Jesus sits at the Right Hand of God because He gave His life wholly and completely to serve God. Jesus’ greatness
was revealed on the Cross, obediently accepting death to save the lost. | am reminded of others | personally know who
will join Jesus at the Right Hand of God. They became great because of the greatness of their service:

a) A soldier who lost both legs in service to our Country.

b) A man who was a caregiver for both his elderly mother and younger wife who both had Alzheimer’s disease.

c) A mother and father who gave up everything they had to move to Cincinnati, where their son could receive the
best care as he fought cancer.

d) A son who gave his kidney so his dad could live.

e) Nurses and doctors too numerous to name who work around the clock to alleviate suffering and pain.

f) Fathers and Mothers (including my own) who worked endless hours and performed thankless jobs so their

children can have a better life than they had.
g) A Firefighter who rushed back into a burning building because he thought a child was inside. | did his funeral.

All of these will sit at the Right Hand of God with Jesus because they drank from His cup. Will you drink from the cup
of total giving that Jesus drank? After your judgment, will you be sitting next to God?




Happy Birthday!

October 21.................. Tom Dean
Ryan Givens

October 23................. Eric Givens

October 24................. Teresa Allison

@ IN OUR PARISH
aas})
October 20................. 6:45 p.m. ROSARY
October 22................. 6:00 p.m. CHOIR PRACTICE

6:45 p.m. ROSARY
October 23................. 9:00 a.m. ROSARY

Reaching
out to
those

in need

St. Vincent de Paul Society is open for business
at these times:

1st Thursday, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

3rd Thursday, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

If an emergency, call Fr. Mike at 937-403-2510.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

1. The Parish Fest held at Jerry Parker’s Farm was
a “hoot.” Jerry took a bunch of us on a hayride
and he drove the wagon so close to edge of the
lake | thought Ann Marie Gunderman and myself
were going in for an unscheduled swim...well...
sinking...probably to the bottom. | can just hear
this on TV: “Local Priest and his lovely Secretary
drown arm to arm in nearby pond...breaking
news at 11:00!!” Kristy Bockrath won first prize
for the Fishing Contest. Her fish came in at a
whopping 7 inches. Her new nickname is Kristy
“Moby Dick” Bockrath. Jerry gave a tour, to the
25 parishioners in attendance, of his barn where
he trains horses to ride. One of the horses in his
barn fell in love with Patty Hays. Jerry has a big
fury llama living on his farm. Her name is Dahli
(lama). We had so much fun that we’re planning
to do this again in the spring.

2. Thursday, November 5, is Knights of Columbus
Night at WCH Dakota’s Roadhouse. When you
and your family dine at the Dakota’s, fifteen
percent of your bill will be returned to the local
Knights Scholarship Fund. Get a certificate after
Mass from any Knight.

3. The Knights will be serving pancakes before
Mass, beginning at 10:30 a.m., on Sunday,
November 1.

Remember

1. SVdP Meetings: October 18 and November 8,
Second Sundays, 1:00 p.m.

2. Parish Council meetings: November 10 and
December 8, Second Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.

3. Ladies Auxiliary Meetings: October 20
and November 17, after Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Communion Service

4. St. Benignus K of C meets November 4 and
December 2, First Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.

5. St. Benignus K of C Pancake Breakfast:
November 1st, Sunday

TODAY IN HISTORY
50 YEARS AGO, OCTOBER 18th...Fr. Lawler said
that if you recite this prayer “Oh Lord, grant to Your
Church saintly priests and fervent religious, Amen,”
you will get 500 days out of Purgatory. If this prayer
actually makes your Pastor saintly, then you’re going
straight up because you just worked a miracle!
25 YEARS AGO, OCTOBER 21st...Bingo workers
for October 23rd were Wiliam Weeks, Joanne
McMullen, Phyllis Miller, and Gwen Stanton. Fr.
Minic set up a Religious Education Program in which
Karen Lucas would run the High School Religious
Program at St. Benignus beginning on Sunday,
October 28, 1984. The Dean, Fr. William Kennedy,
installed Fr. Minic as your Pastor on Wednesday,
October 24, 1984. Fr. Minic was a great Pastor who
was filled with a whole lot of spirit.
10 YEARS AGO, OCTOBER 17th...The Ladies
Auxiliary would meet on Thursday night. All are
encouraged to come dressed as your favorite saint.
St. Camillus de Lellis was a compulsive gambler who
during one card session lost even all his clothes. He
had to walk home wearing nothing but a wooden
barrel. (Now that would have been an interesting
costume to wear.)

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4- to 8-year-olds,
“What does love mean?” The answers they got were broader and deeper
than anyone could have imagined. See what you think:

“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t
bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when
his hands got arthritis, too. That’s love.”

Rebecca — age 8

“When someone loves you, the way they say your
name is different. You just know that your name is
safe in their mouth.” Billy — age 4

“Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts
on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each
other.” Karl —age 5

“Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody
most of your French fries without making them give
you any of theirs.” Chrissy — age 6

“Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.”
Terri—age 4

“Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my
daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to
make sure the taste is OK.” Danny — age 7

“Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you
get tired of kissing, you still want to be together and
you talk more. My Mommy and Daddy are like that.
They look gross when they kiss.” Emily —age 8

“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if
you stop opening presents and listen.”
Bobby — age 7 (Wow!)

“If you want to learn to love better, you should start
with a friend who you hate.” Nikka — age 6
(We need a few million more Nikka’s on this planet.)

“Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he
wears it every day.” Noelle —age 7

“Love is like a little old woman and a little old man
who are still friends even after they know each other
so well.” Tommy — age 6

“During my piano recital, | was on a stage and | was
scared. | looked at all the people watching me and
saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only
one doing that. | wasn’t scared anymore.”

Cindy — age 8

“My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don’t
see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night.”
Clare — age 6

“Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of
chicken.” Elaine —age 5

“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and
sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert
Redford.” Chris —age 7

“Love is when your puppy licks your face even after
you left him alone all day.” Mary Ann — age 4

“l know my older sister loves me because she gives
me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new
ones.” Lauren —age 4

“When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up
and down and little stars come out of you.”
(what an image) Karen —age 7

“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and
she doesn't think it’s gross.” Mark — age 6

“You really shouldn’t say ‘I love you’ unless you mean
it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People
forget.” Jessica —age 8

And the final one — Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia
once talked about a contest he was asked to judge.
The purpose of the contest was to find the most
caring child. The winner was a four-year-old child
whose next-door neighbor was an elderly gentleman
who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man
cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard,
climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his
Mother asked what he had said to the neighbor, the
little boy said, “Nothing, | just helped him cry.”




