
(Follow this schedule only)

Ministers of the Word Ministers of Holy Communion
3:30 p.m. Mark Henson Mary Lou Zoldac

12:00 p.m. Debbie Neu Jackie Soards

2:00 p.m. Hispanic Mass

Liturgical Appointments for Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
October 3/4, 2009

GREENFIELD, OHIOST. BENIGNUS CHURCH TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME	 SEPTEMBER 26/27, 2009

‌‌
Sunday, September 27
	 12:00 noon	 Fr. Frank Klamet
		    (Patricia Sciranko) 
	 2:00 p.m.	 Hispanic Mass
Monday, September 28
	 8:00 a.m.	 Mary Fisher (Anniversary of Death 
		  September 29 from Fisher Family)
Tuesday, September 29
	 7:00 p.m.	 Communion Service
Wednesday, September 30
	 12:00 noon	 Mary Kowalsky
		    (Anniversary of Death 
		    from Joanne Fitchpatrick)
Thursday, October 1
	 7:00 p.m.	 Communion Service
Friday, October 2
	 8:00 a.m.	 Irvin Woycke 
		    (Clifford and Colleen Woycke)	
Saturday, October 3
	 3:30 p.m.	 Loren Red Hays 
		    (Anniversary of Death
		    from Hays Family)
Sunday, October 4
	 12:00 noon	 Birthday Mass for Henry Fisher 
		    (Fisher Family) 
	 2:00 p.m.	 Hispanic Mass

Weekly Need ........................................ $	 2,100.00

Collection Week of September 20th 
Envelopes & Loose.......................... $	 1,961.15 
Variance............................................ -$	 138.85
  (Only 1 )


YTD NEED............................................. $	25,200.00
YTD OFFERINGS
  (starting JULY 5, 2009)..................... $	22,214.54
VARIANCE............................................ -$	 2,985.46
(30
) 
Collection Counters for today:
  Jerry Uhl and Bill & Jackie Soards
Collection Counters for next week:
  Pat and Elaine Hays


BENEDICTION every Wednesday morning  
at 11:30 a.m.

FR. MIKE’S SERMON FOR SEPTEMBER 27TH
It was a beautiful Sunday morning. People were filling the church to its full capacity! As they entered, each was 
given a bulletin filled with announcements, topic of today’s sermon, what songs they would sing and who to pray 
for.

At the end of the line stood an older man. His clothes were filthy and you could tell that he had not bathed in days. 
His face was covered with whiskers, for he had not shaved for a very long time. When he reached the usher, he 
removed his tattered old brown hat in respect. His hair was long, dirty, and a tangled mess. He had no shoes 
on his feet, and wore only soiled black socks to cover the sores upon his feet. The usher looked at him, turning 
up his nose at the old man, and said, “Uh, I’m sorry sir, but I’m afraid we can’t let you in. You will distract the 
congregation and we don’t allow anyone to disrupt our service. I’m afraid you’ll have to leave.”

The old man looked down at himself and with a puzzled look on his face, he placed his old brown hat back upon 
his head and turned to leave. He was sad as he loved to hear the choir sing praises to the Lord. He loved to 
watch the little children get up in front of the church to sing their little songs. He carried in his pocket a small worn 
out Bible and loved to see if the minister preached a passage from the Bible that he had underlined. But he was 
respectful, and didn’t want to cause any commotion, so he hung down his head and walked back down the steps 
of the big brick church.

He sat down on the brick wall near the edge of the churchyard and strained to listen through closed doors and 
windows to the singing going on in the church. Oh how he wished he could be inside with all the others.

A few minutes had passed by when all of a sudden a younger man came up behind him and sat down near him. 
He asked the old man what he was doing? He answered, “I was going to go to church today, but they thought I 
was to filthy, my clothes to old and worn, and they were afraid I would disrupt their service.”

“Sorry, I didn’t introduce myself. My name is George.” The two men shook hands, and George couldn’t help but 
notice that this man had long hair like his. He wore a piece of cloth draped over his body tied with a royal purple 
sash. He had sandals on his feet, now covered with dust and dirt.

The stranger touched George’s shoulder, and said: “George, don’t feel bad because they won’t let you in. My 
name is Jesus, and I’ve been trying to get into this same church for years – they won’t let me in either.”

Jesus and Moses tell us today no one is excluded from the Kingdom of God. All have a seat at the table in God’s 
Church. The followers of Jesus have no right to shut someone out from God. To do so incurs the wrath of God, 
so much so that it would be better to drown in the sea weighted down by a stone. A close member of my family 
recently left the Catholic Church to my great sorrow. She is gay. I accept and love her for who she is just as God 
does. After Mass one Sunday, a Catholic parishioner approached and told her, “People like you don’t belong in 
a holy Church like ours.” Now she worships God in another Church that she says, “Where people don’t condemn 
me.” The Church should always be a place of comfort, a place where we are not judged. A Church should be a 
place of refuge where “the little children are welcomed instead of being told to mind their place and not to bother 
you or me; a place where those whose lives have been shattered by the agony of divorce may feel that there is 
hope for a new life, instead of being told they are offensive to God; a place where those who have experienced 
the ripping and tearing that life can put us through might experience the mending power of God; a place where 
people who are different from us, who seek to do good in the name of Christ, might be affirmed rather than told 
that they are not good and do not belong.”

In the Communion we will eat today, Jesus challenges us to extend beyond the walls of this church building. 
Communion unites us with everyone in the Body of Christ, a diversity of people whose skin color is not like mine, 
whose ways of thinking, loving and living are foreign to me. Jesus says they too have a place in the Kingdom. If we 
do not cut off and tear down the walls of our prejudice, our fears, our condemning of others, what we do inside the 
walls of this church is futile. The beautiful Eucharistic Mass for Reconciliation ends with these uplifting words:
In that new world where the fullness of your peace will be revealed, gather people of every race, language, and 
way of life to share in the one eternal banquet with Jesus Christ, the Lord.



Happy Birthday!

September 30...................Ann Marie Gunderman
October 1..........................Paula Miller
October 4..........................Joanne Parish

September 29	 6:00 p.m..........CHOIR PRACTICE
	 6:45 p.m..........ROSARY 
September 30	 6:00 p.m..........SPANISH CLASS 
October 1	 6:45 p.m..........ROSARY
October 2	 9:00 a.m..........ROSARY

St. Vincent de Paul Society is open for business 
at these times:

1st Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
3rd Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

If an emergency, call Fr. Mike at 937-403-2510.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

1.	 Parishfest has been rescheduled to Sunday, 
October 11th.

The Old Pastor Just Wanted to Go Like Jesus Did
An old preacher was dying. He sent a message for his doctor and his lawyer, both church members, to come 
to his home. When they arrived, they were ushered up to his bedroom. As they entered the room, the preacher 
held out his hands and motioned for them to sit, one on each side of his bed. The preacher grasped their hands, 
sighed contentedly, smiled and stared at the ceiling. 
For a time, no one said anything. Both the doctor and lawyer were touched and flattered that the preacher would 
ask them to be with him during his final moments. They were also puzzled; the preacher had never given them any 
indication that he particularly liked either of them. They both remembered his many long, uncomfortable sermons 
about greed, covetousness and avaricious behavior that made them squirm in their seats. 
Finally, the doctor said, “Preacher, why did you ask us to come?” The old preacher mustered up his strength, 
then said weakly, “Jesus died between two thieves, and that’s how I want to go.”

A little boy was afraid of the dark. One night his mother told him to go out to the back porch and bring her the 
broom. 
The little boy turned to his mother and said, “Mama, I don’t want to go out there. It’s dark.” 
The mother smiled reassuringly at her son. “You don’t have to be afraid of the dark,” she explained. “Jesus is out 
there. He’ll look after you and protect you.” 
The little boy looked at his mother real hard and asked, “Are you sure he’s out there?” 
“Yes, I’m sure. He is everywhere, and he is always ready to help you when you need him,” she said. 
The little boy thought about that for a minute and then went to the back door and cracked it a little. Peering out 
into the darkness, he called, “Jesus? If you’re out there, would you please hand me the broom?”

Handy Guide to Best Things to Say if You Get Caught Sleeping at Your Desk! 
10.	 “They told me at the blood bank this might happen.” 
9.	 “This is just a 15-minute power-nap like they raved about in that time management course 

you sent me to.” 
8.	 “Whew! Guess I left the top off the liquid paper. You probably got here just in time!” 
7.	 “I wasn’t sleeping! I was meditating on the mission statement and envisioning a new 

paradigm.” 
6.	 “I was testing my keyboard for drool resistance.” 
5.	 “I was doing a highly specific Yoga exercise to relieve work-related stress. Are you 

discriminatory toward people who practice Yoga?” 
4.	 “Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out a solution to our biggest problem.” 
3.	 “The coffee machine is broken.” 
2.	 “Someone must’ve put decaf in the wrong pot.” 

And the #1 best thing to say if you get caught sleeping at your desk
“Amen.”

2.	 A huge thank-you to those who helped support 
St. Vincent de Paul last Saturday at the Spaghetti 
Dinner! We had a great crew of volunteers 
and a nice crowd of those coming to enjoy the 
spaghetti. A grand total of $460.00 was raised 
to help those in need. A big “THANK-YOU” to 
the DeBruin family for all their efforts in making 
the produce giveaway such a success. May God 
bless all of you. Pat Moore

1.	 Saint Vincent de Paul meetings: Sundays, 
October 11, November 8 at 10:30 a.m. 

2.	 Parish Council meetings: October 13, 
November 10, December 8, on second 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

3.	 Ladies Auxiliary meetings: October 20, 
November 17, after Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 
Communion Service

4.	 St. Benignus K of C meets October 7, 
November 4, December 2, on First Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m.

5.	 St. Benignus K of C Pancake Brunch served 
October 4, November 1 at 1:00 p.m.

TODAY IN HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 27th… First Friday 
was celebrated in a grand way 50 years ago. Fr. 
Lawler had a 5:30 p.m. Mass complete with a full choir 
singing. He would hear Confessions on Thursday 
night for a solid two hours.

25 YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 30th… St. Benignus 
would have a reception for the new Pastor, Fr. Minic, 
in the Church Hall right after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
Bingo “A” team was scheduled to work on Tuesday, 
October 2nd: Jean Howland, Kathy Snider, Mary Lou 
Barnhart, Margaret Marsh.

10 YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 26th… Archbishop 
Pilarczyk would celebrate Mass at St. Michael to 
celebrate their 125th Anniversary 1874-1999. The 
Mass was celebrated at 2:00 p.m. with an outdoor 
reception.


